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Preface to the Schocken Edition 

Trrrs ROOK attempts to analyzc rhc h~stor?  of L'oPk~sh thollghr and to 
dcfinc :ldoPf Hitler'q Gcrman rcvnlution. I r  focuscq upon C' rcrman na- 
r~onaliqrn ar t t s  most cxtrcmc. an those \vho adt~ocatcd I'olkiqh idcasanrl . - 
on LOW the?. pcnetrarcd inro the o nlatzn.  7'0 bc surc. rhc curicrt~r 
norlonr anaI\.rcri in this bnnk and 1% r ic_l~y~!?c qcl~oiay who ad17ncatcd 
thcm ~ ~ o u l c i - h . ~ f l r l c - ~ m a 1 ~ n c _ ~ 1 ~ n ~ v c l l ~ ~ ~  o t1~cur~ t~~h ld . , I~101f  H ~ t l c r  
n o r ~ ~ v c n  \ 'nlk~rh rhrntght prdc ol plact. In Y,lrtonal Sncraliqn~ 1-ct - * -I i~t!cr 11 w ~ ~ ~ ~ J c I \ ' s L I ~ ~ ~ I I ~ _ c ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ _ ~ ~ ~ c ~ ~ o ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ I ~ ~  j t 1 ~ ~ 0 1 1 t ~ w l . i . f -  
~ctt irfnc\rj) t- thc.[  ( ? ~ ~ I % ~ J J I  O T J ( I  h.1~1 t i l l \  I)CILC~~IU~-O$ I C J J I L ~  not 
2 ~ l r c L ~ ~ j \  I~LVI I  + I L I ~ v ( ~  I)! yrt.1~ I ~ I , I I ~ I  C I L ~ ~ I J I I \ .  I ~ , I L  \ . i~ lk~ \ l i  i)cltr\rrk 
171.11 lit; t I T~T\ t CiF;rL<n~L~l  (11,. 11; C O ~ I T ~  6 8  rhc n:ition. Y e ~ ~ c r t i i r l c ~ ~ ,  
mnqt ( icrrnan~ ~ r ~ l ~ ~ i l ~ c ~ r a t c t l  11 l l l tn~. l f  c n o l t ~ h  n tth a rcgtmc hnqcri on 
!'nlkl~Ii fotlndstlonq. ' l 'h~c Imok arrcmptx ro analvxc thc dcvclnpmcnt 
and tlz?~cmrn~rton o f  I'nll~cFi 1rfc.lc Frnrn t h c ~ r  h c y ~ n n i n g ~  r h r n u e h  thc~r  
rcall~atlon In the I ' h ~ r d  Rc~ch. 

1 {rant to tnllch t)rlcfl\ upon thc chlcf crttic~qms w h ~ t h  havc hccn 
1cr.cIcd aparnct rhc tmnk and  nr the qamc tlrnc lndtcarc M har I u-ould do 
d~ffcrcntl\.  u c r c  I Iirrrtlng tod.~\r. Some trrrrcc hsl-c ahlccrcd ~a rnlV 
central arrt!rncnt for thc cnnrrnultv of  \'olklsh thnuehr  anti rhc unlqtlc- 

,:, nccq of (icrrnan f a m ~ r n  I cannot, how ever, join rllcrn In r r rayl lnr  ---_- __- 
X\',lrrnnal So_c_lal~.;~a~-~J~r~aI,~~~tl1~tli~'J 1cr-ni.in_p.1cr, a5 'I tirllqltc sc\pomr .--_-- 

to S ~ C ' C I ~ I C  c ~ c n t r  F ~ I C I I  a s  tllc lnrt near ,mri tht. ( ~ r c , ~ t ~ f > ~ ~ ~ r c < c ~ o n ~ ~ ~ - * ~ c ' c r r r ~ ~  -- -- ---- - - _ __ 
r ~ - t ~ ~ c ~ l ~ , ~ ~ r ~ - ~ o n ~ c n r r . ~ t ~ ~  <t>K=~:rhT-iX? OT %~)ci~i l ,  poI~r~c.rl, (jr - 
c c o n o r n ~ ~  toi-CCF, AS qonw h~srnrl,lnq h.lr c tlrlr~c. I \  to cI~rrl ln~tc t h t  r l~ l t~cnl t  - -.-" - 
~ \ ~ I I L  ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ c r ~ ~ ~ n ~ ~ l ~ c ~ ~ ~ i ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ l ~ ~ ~ .  11 I > \  r ~ t . ~ r ~ \  tcrnlarl< p ~ k ~ c < ~ c A  #I f . 1 1 ~  
1 t r l A ~ \ l ~  ~ i ) n \ c  I ( ~ L I \ T I C + I  ~ - . ~ t ~ r i ~ r  h~ ~ x ~ ~ l a l n c d  t h r n u ~ h  r~lch h ~ ~ t n s ~ c a l  
fnrccs alone, for ~n rhc f ~ n ~ ~ l  sna l~ . r~c ,  a t ~ rnad  chorcc nf polltlcal alrcr- 
natlvcr ural; avallatllc heforc Hrtlcr's F C I P L Z ~ C  of po\% cr. 



Y 
r Sarlonal  S o c ~ a l l ~ r n  \\ a5 nnr nn al)crrattnn: it M A F ,  rarhti. thc  product o f  

a dtalccr~cal I~lqrorlc proccqq of economic. ~ o c ~ n l ,  and polir~cal f n r c c ~  on 
' the o n e  hand. .lnd human liopcc and !onying for thc qooil Itfc on  thc  
' othcr. Ynttonnl S-qLfilirE-\~ :IT-F~ICCCSS[U~-.IF CI ma<< mnvcmcnt p rcc i~cP~ '  I - . I,ccn!rw_lr . i t  , E L  j lhc ttr_t~~rn~ln~~~-cl~cr~zl~ctl an! rllk .uid < \  itrI,ol\ t o  i t \  

,>,1rpo\c,. I !\,i,,,,r, I I < ~ , , , c \  \ r <  L. -1 ! L I t L l l <  k l r l~ \ l t  \\ 1111 [ ~ K o r T ~ l ~ ~ ,  \ ~t ~ I I L \  

tlrt.,o I tlirrht Into the 11 ~ l d  t ~ l u c  ivnndcr. \dolf  I I~r lc r  rn~\ct l  r r ~ r i i r ~ n n a l  

I jntl . ~ ~ ~ c ~ r ~ \ ~ l c  \'olhlsh rhouyht tvarh h l ~  o\vn nh~curc .  hranrl nf raclcm, a 
Form n 111~11 u p  rn that rimo l i d  culqtcti nnlv on  the mnrytnq of hiqtorv. 
\Icn Ilkc ( l z t ~ d n  \.on 1,icr o r  I,an7 von l,icl,cnfvlz. t o  h c  met In thir hook. 
r,ccrrp~cd thc ourct crtccr nf polltlcs; the  raclal thcoqophi rn I)c diqcuqrcd 
i r  J C  3n c ~ n t r r ~ c  ~ ' ~ i ; d t ~ r ~ h m t ( ~ t  until it influcnccii Illrlcr'r nivn thorrpht. 
Orhcrx ruch as J t ~ l l r ~ q  I.anel)chn or  Paul dc-I.agardc,Jisclirrcd at-<om? 
ltn:rrh In rllc trtlcjl,. \\ crc i lorcr rn t i~cccn tc r  oi pt , l t t~ca ldr t r~~tc  lr 11 A \  n ~ \ .  

fS t t r r t r~ l r ,< t  rrt,kcri\ c In c\pl,lln h o v  rhc o I ~ < c u r c  .~nrl 1rrar1trrr.11 i t  nrltl vicnr 
d ( l v ~ ~ . ~ t ~ d  t ) ~  S I I C ~  i<ol '~ ' t~ 'd  1nd~vldt1.11~ o r  <mall proup\  c o l ~ l d  tlltin1;ltc1s~ 

[rlrrcrmmc the  pol~tlcal tiicctlc~ion nf a nation. I ;nrmrh~z-proccis+ron~~~t~r ,  
\.olklqh_l_honght li.~il a, pcnerrArr Into \o-crllcti r c \ p r i t . ~ i , l ~  , o L ~ . a c ~ r c ~ q ,  - - 

1 7 1 1 ~  . a  \,xi I ~ I L  l ~ i ~ t ~ r i ~ ~ l  \ I ~ L I . I T ~ O I I  pro\ I < ! c ~ I  T I I L  p r o p r  I ~ O I ~ I T I L * I ) T  

I f  r u L I L  t o  \$ ritL t111\ l > o o L  rot1.1~. 1101\ cxcr. l \<+r ld  \I  , ~ r  I .  \\ 111ch 
pre1~~rct! TIIC \ > r c ~ b r l ~ r n t t y h  nf \ - a l k ~ k l ~  rhouyht ,  \vntlld hc y ~ t  cn rrcatcr 
cl~,qcc \or onl\.  t , c c , ~ t ~ w  rhc 1nvt11 nt" rhc R T  cxpcrit'ncc pro\  ctl rus- 
c tpt~t , lc  rtr \.01I;1\t1 ~tEt.,b\, I)ur l , cc . j~~\ r ,  .I\ .I rc\ulr r ~ f  rlic Ioqt \r a r  ,lntl its 
cnn\cr(tIcncc\. ( ;crrn,~n\  I ? t c ~ t n c  thc n.itlcln in \vhich rhc. \rnlLicli t lrc,~rn 
\I as tn  t,c rcali/cti 1 I l l \  cc~zild nnt Ijc f r ~ r c ~ c c n  hcforc ahc ivar. l i ~ t ~ s m  ~ t ~ d  
r.lrlic.iI n,trion.ll~\in \( crc. .lf~t'r ~ l 1 .  .1I\o ~ lccpI \  r o o t ~ t i  In I' r,lnrc: if t l lrrr 
11.111 I,crn spccr~l .~rion lrcforc 11 orlrl \\ .ir I A T  to \\ hcrr  rlic r n d i c ~ l  r ~ g h t  
11 ol[lrl h.11 c a r h ~ n c e  a c l   in pol\ cr, rhc f~z~rrcr \\ otlJr7 Fl,l\ c ' t~ccn l > o ~ n r c ~ l  
,it 1 r.~ncr. ar~rI nclt dt  ( ~c.rrn'mx 

\ \ ' h , ~ t ,  rhcn. \I .I$ l~n ic l ,~c  ,~ t lou t  (;crrrl ,~n\ 2 1 xr tcmpt~ '~1  t o  ( i ~ ~ t ~ n g ~ i ~ \ h  
rhc ( ; c r r n ~ n  from nthcr form\ of f,lsc~<tv Irr the I A \ T  ch.~ptcr  of rhlq Z~noh. 

1 I h15 Ilc~c\ rtor rnc.ln, ho\\ cvcr. rhar h ncrr'lrr tllc por<it)~lir\- nf .I rcncrdl 

I r h c o r \  af f,~ccirrri. ( I  lattr e\at)or.lrtd s u c h  n t h c o r r  in Il,lr? .ttlri I l a r t ~ r . )  
I:tcr\ Ini tntr i  ~lcvclnpctl A i:~;lccictn apprnpr~, l rc  tn  n i r n  xpcclflc 

n~t tona l i rm l'ot ~ \ ~ ~ r n ~ l c .  t h r  raclqt ant1 \'nll;i<h cornt~jnct l t  ot\ 'ar~on;ll  
Socinll\n~ rnrlqt 1)r ~ l ~ r t ~ n ~ t ~ ~ q h c t l  from I T . I ~ I , I ~  fasc~\nl .  1 n t>c qttrr, ~lnl t ldr  
crlrrcnrq c\l\rcrl in Iral~.. I,rrt rhc idca ot ' rnrnanird" n .I< ncvrr  dnniinant 
anti all cnconrpa\\inr,  and ~ , I C I . I Z  t h n t r ~ l ~ r  came lntc anrl 1,lcLctl ;1 na t~ona l  

,'trad!ttnn. 1 n llc FI I IC ' ,  1'0Bk1sl1 rhnughr .lF~o iniltlcncc~l orhcr I:cntial nnid 
I'aqr E:tlrnpuan narion\ and cvcn rhc U n i t c ~ l  Sr,~rc\ u irh ~ t s  p o p ~ ~ l ~ q r  
tr,~dialnn, I T \  ~tlcnlir.~tinn nf  the  f r n n r ~ c r  splrlt. *~nrl !rs !\;ti K i ~ x  K l ~ n .  1b.lt 
( ;crrnan\ u a ?  the  natlnn \I hcrc I'olklch rhnurhr  had t h r  g r ~ ' a t c ~ r  1111pn~t. 

1 hc Katinnal Sncialirr c o t  crnrncnr of ( ;crrl~.~tl\. 11 a\ the f t r ~ t  1.llro- I 

P R E F A C E  I- i  i 

pcan yovcrnmcnr In htstor\. to l>ast. its inlrcrnal pnlicrcs upon raclqm, 
I - n l k ~ ~ h  t l ~ o u ~ h t  and raclcm. hn\t cvcr, wcrc nor nccc<sarrI\. ~tlcnrlca! 
T o r  c i : ln~$T\c~=T7t ,ZF%Lc 's~ i < G c  2% i l l inr  t i  t . ~ ~ r  ~c;i; r r l r t s  r t lc  
inlcl. pror,idcd thcv cnnhorrnctl In lookz and rnanncr. K a c l s n ~  as a st-:)- . .  . 
vcnycr i d c o l o y ~  anncvcd dil-crw ~ c i c ~ q .  c\*cn r h o ~ c  i r  h ~ c h ,  l ~ k c  r .~r l \  
~ o c ~ a i i < r n ,  rrad~tinnal C:hrl~tfdn~ti. ,  n r  comc of thc ~ C I C ~ C C ~ .  rctccttd 3 
narrowv \.olkl\h ourlnnk ttpnn thew orld In cnnrraqt ro I 'n lLs~h  t h o ~ ~ ~ l r t .  
raclqrn corrld lgnorc thc cxlctcncc of  ~ n t l ~ t . l d ~ l a I  natlonq for t,roarlcr c.itc- 
gnrlcq like "C:aucas~an" n r  "llttropcan " I'ct tn ( ; r rman\ .  tF~c e1ll~nc.c fpc- 

rlr ccn racl5rn dnd I ' n l L ~ r h  t h o r ~ g h t  tr~trrnphcd I'hc ant!-Jcn ~ c h  rct olu- 
tron, rhc cl~rnnv of this hook. I\ .I\ rhc uniclttc rcrult. O n e  ~ h o l ~ l d  no t  I O F C  
zight of r h ~ ~  1% Iicn rcnrI~ng a l ~ o ~ l t  thc  ccccntrlc ~ c h n l ; t r ~  and rhc man!. nr- 
gmi7atronr In rhcvc p a p .  

Survcviny rhc larcst rc~carch ,  I ivozdd havc q,~rd morc ahotrt Rrrnl anrl 
cror, as I u orrlil h.11 c h ~ r t h c r  c\plicarcd rhc rclar innrh~p t jc t~r  ccn i.olh1~11 
t h o l ~ g h t  and mndrrn  trchnolnyi. .  'l h c  chaprcr on  13rtnA and crov \t.ould 
h . ~ r  t hccn c\panded In order  ;to place ~ncrcar rd  e r n p h a ~ l ~  on rhc rnlc nt 

f.' .- the  malc <rcrcnrImpc rn rhc m\?rhr anti vivmt)oIr of\.nlklsh ~ h o ~ ~ ~ h r .  I hail 
11 ' . 
, , / nor r t r  rcal17cd rhar In the  aee of  maqq polirlcs, r i . n ~ t ) o l ~  anti pnlitical 

'. Irrurcier r cru of r m r n i  importance in m ~ k i n c r t ~ ~ r r a r t  ldcar rilcctivr ancl 
l , ,r  [concrete I'hcw ~ v c r c  nwd I)! thc S a t ~ o n a l  Sncial l r t~ a5 n form of self- ._ - _ 

- r c l ~ r c s r n t ~ ~ ~ c r n ,  . ~ r i t ?  throrlY6 tlicrrr \ I ? I L T ~ ~ I  1dc3\ rl cry rran\lormc<l Into a 
n 1 r C ~ o r i  \ z  In , 1 1 1  rcl~cltrnr. ~dcdlc r i t  hc.lllri p ld )  cr( .I central role, ,lnd 
r l o a  Icdkr rF~c  tical of clarrlc.11 mnlc hc,~ut\. .  I he n c u  ronccrn 15 ~ t h  tllldttz 
ax p.ut nf rlic rccIiqcnvcr\- nt the  llt~rnan l l o d ~ .  \o pnpular at rhc trrrn ot thc 
cc.ntilrlp. u A <  co-oprttI hi. n a r ~ o n ~ ~ l ~ s r n  ]ti d c f t n ~ n c  the p u r ~ r v  anrl fw.~~l t \  of 
~ r c  malt  rtcrcnrivpc I l o r c  cotiltl II.I\JC hurn S A I ~  allnl~t rhc nar~on.~lrqt 
artcrnpr ro Frrlp 311 \c\t~;llrr\ frnni rhcsr \ ' n l R ~ ~ h  $ \  mtlctlc ni n~ :~nl~ncqq  (i 
harc a n d \  7rtl rl~c rcl i~t~nn<hll)  1)ctit c c t ~  nat~rrnalizm, mas\ pnlltlcc. ~ n t l  
1tIc~11\ of' I ) C ~ I I ~ I  In +/-lw . Y ~ ~ I O ? I , I / I : , ~ ~ ~ O , I  ?f rhr \ ! ~ r r , ~ .  ) 

In addralrm, 1 a r ~ i ~ c d  In r h ~ s  t)nnl\ rhar thc rcjccrlon of nrnt l rrnl t~.  i t  a \  
cli.~ractrr~rric nf \~o lk i rh  t h n t ~ e l ~ t  I lo i t  cvcr. rcccnr scstarch II'JF ilcrrun to 

c n i l ~ t i ~ ~ i ~ c  thc cnnnccr~nn I ~ r r t g  ten \ ' n l L ~ ~ h  i d t i ~ r  anti rcchr~ologi P hc 
Ta;llq tnarlc rIsc n( thc mozt r ~ p t o - d a r e  tcchnolncv In all ficlth, from 
trG1ncporr tn p m p a c a n t l ~ .  -1twn~111~h t lvt rt cctl nat ur.ll 
cclcnccr and rcchnnlny\.  \.~rlon.ll S ~ l c t d l ~ ~ r \  rCj r t t~r !  t h r  !.~rc\t  ~ 1 c v ~ I o p -  

m c i ~ r \  in p h \ \ l i \  .I \  "Jew 1~11, ' 1,rlr thcls progranl "Rcnrir\ of I . ~ t ) n r "  
mr)llcrnwctI thc stork placc. P r c - ~ n d ~ ~ \ r r i a l  form\ u,crc nftcn , ~ p p l ~ c r l  rn 
thc in t l t~ \ t s~s l  prncerc , I \  ~ \ t c ~ . c \ ~ f ~ t I  mndcrn17.1t1nn: \'olkrsti ~ r r .  clc.lr ant! 
crmplc ~rvh~rcc tura l  dcq~gn,  frc\h alr, la\\ nz, ant1 rrerv u c r r  rn transfornl 
t\c\rLinr! cnndlrlnnh. I he ac\'thcttrr nf pollr~cq rhrntlch r ~ t ~ l a l x  anti 

mt,ol\ urcnr hand tn hand \\ ~ t h  thr acsrhctrc\ of I,lllnr \'oll\rch irfcol- 
OF\. tr.~n$formcd t t i ~  fcar of rhc m a c h ~ n c  Enan .I e l n r ~ f r c ~ ~ r ~ r r n  n f  tcch- 



... 
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n o l o e ~ .  \\'c shorlld not bc tcmptcd, hou-cvcr, t o  placc thls aqpcct nf 
l'o'dki5h thought In the ccntcr of a basically anti-modernist nat~onali<m. 
U'crc I \vriring today, I would have cvpanded this hook in order to hcrrcr 
dcfinc the complcv relationchip bctwccn Z'olklsh ~ h o u p h t  and modcr- 
mty. 

Finallv. this honk appcars to have left thc ~mprccsion arnonp somc 
readers that \ 'olki~h thoz~rht  must inevitahlv lcad t o  National Socialism. 
Ru t  that {vas not sn\+ tntcnrion. It could h a ~ c o n t l n ~ l c d  to vcgctatcpn_thc 
margins of htstory, o r j t  c o u l ~ h 3 \ C e  t o  pol< cr through wmc-orlicr 
C_- 

~ ~ a r ~ o n ~ K t - m a !  crnc'nt. X h  I IlOpc 16 \hoi<.. I icrrnan C O I I \ C T Y J T I V C F - J T E ~  

* t l u u r  rrlrFst Irnpr,rt.lnt p ~ l i t ~ c a l  parry, thc D r ~ r t r r h n a t l o r ~ o l ~  1;7lfirpart~l, 
w w c  dccplv infcctcd by \'olkl?h thought. Iloreovcr, \'olkish rhoupht 
aras not ncccssarilv argr.essr\rc or saclst: ir waq posriblc t o  rhink in 
I'olkish carcc;oricq, and yet rrant each pcoplc irs own conrrrhutlon to 
human~ry,  to acccpt thc j'olk, nor as somcrhing that is ctcrnally ~ i v c n ,  
but as a step toward thc uniflcatinn of manklnd. "ll'hv." asked thc  anri- 
author~tarian socialist C;usrav I,andaucr, "shnuld a~ecal !  for theencl of all 
specific h o n d ~  and wlrh rhcm for thc end ro all diffcrcnccs amon? human- 
ity:" ?'he l 'nlk aT a dcrnncraric cnmrnunltt. among cquals 1% an ~ d c a  
~vh ich  also appcars in thiq honk. Rut I-andaucr's \-olF;lrh sociaIiqm fo t~nd 
lirtlc ccho in (ierrnanv. I 'hc  r c l a r~nn~h ip  hcr\\.ccn Z'olkirh and roc~altst 
rnevemcnrs scrnains t o  he propcrlv invc<tirarcd. Socialists of all 
cnlsntricc madc cffnrts to comhinc I'olklsh anri qncialirt t h n u ~ h t ;  had 
szrch a tdcnd hccn succcrshtl, Satinnal Socialism might not havc rn- 
umphcd sn easilv. 

-1ftcr I'l'nrld \Yar 11, \'nll;iqh thought ~harcri  rhc farc of Sarional 
Sncialisrn. From rhc ccntcr nf pntit~cal cvcntr rr ~ v a s  once ayain f o r d  'to 
thc marcins, .\pain rhr queqtinn arlws: lvhat could propcl I'olkirh 
rhnuqht hack intn ahc ccnrcr of pnlitic~? :!rc con<crvatl\.cq still r m -  
ccpr~'tllc t o  strch idcar? Ilnqt pnst-l\'otld \\'ar I! conscrvatlvcq \vcrc ~ o o d  
Iihcralq \vhn oppnwd \'oll\ish rcndcncic~. 'l'hc w u r h  mnvcmcnt no 
lnnrcr L ' Y I S ~ S  in (;crrnan\-. tinl~kc t h t  ctucicnt fr~rcrnitic<. w h ~ c h  continue 
to carrtV a n  nld trad~tinns. I'l'hilr \ - n lk i~h  thnucht is no imrnctf~atc rhrcnt 
in rnda\-"s C;crrnan\,, la ir lartnt In all rnotPcrn nationalism. It\- analvzing 
rhc \'olktqh triumph In thc paqt pcrhapr u+c can prcvcnt ~ t q  victor\* In the 
filture. 
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Introduction 

TAE H r m Y  OF GERMANY in the past century has been discussed at 
great length by historians and Iayrnen alike. All have wondered 
whether men of intelligence and education could really have believed 
the ideas put forward during the Nzi  period. To many. the ideologi- 
cal bases of National Social~srn were the product of a handful of un- 
balanced minds. T o  others, the Nazi ideology was a mere propaganda 
tactic, designed to win the support of the masses but by no means the 
world view of the leaders themselves. Still others have found these 
ideas u, nebulous md incomprehensible that they hare dismissed 
them as unimportant. 

This work will attempr to analyze these ideas, fc: i&at_of_hjs- 
'to - .!$- th?~they- were cmbnced by many normal men. tr -- is - important 
.to ecp in mind that the Nazis found rhcir greatest support among 
respectable, educated people, Their ideas werc eminently re~pecrabTc -. ~n Gcnnanv aitcr thc First World JVar, and indecd had been current 

among  segments of the population even before the war. 
l lrhat  d18ercntiated the Gemany of this eriod from other nations 

was a profound mood. r peculiar view a r m a n  and society which 
seems aiien and even demanic to the Western intellect, Yet to under- 
stand the growth of such ideas, the role thev played. and the longings 
rhev gratified during nearly a century of German life is to go far to-*/ 
ward an explanation of Germany's unique devdopmenr. -R%! 

\ t!luq&t, Germanic -Cbistianity, and the Volkkh naturq mystlclrrn 
will all receive serious connderation here.%~storians have not g iveo  . \ _ them much serious attention, for &ey have regarded this ideology 

, *'as a species of subintellectual rather th%Tn&l~cctual Kistorv. I t  has 
generally-bici-regarded s a f q a d e  used to  conccal a naked and%- c: . ttnsc strugyk for  power, and thcrcfose t he  historian should b~ can- 
cerncd with othcs an$ presumably more important attitudes toward 
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life. Such. however, was not the care. It was precisely thar complex of 
particularly German values and ideas which conveyed the great issues 
of the times to imponant segments of the population. 

Much of this ideology has becn characterized as "apolitical." and 
ideed,  ii f i t  glance it  is hard to see how one can  justify calling nn- 
rure mysticism. run worship, and theosophy pam of a political ideol- 
ogy. But-thqproblem. here is.onr of pcrspeetivc. For the idcologisn 
who 1% i l l  bc our chief concern, traditional politics was seen as exern- 

1 r-pl~fying the uporst aspect of the world in which they lived. T h e y  
/ rejected political parries as artificial, and repraentadve government 
I was w e p t  aside in favor of an elitism which derived from their remi- 
' mystical concepts of nature and man. This-type of thinking b only 

.& apolitical if "polirics" is restricted to a description of tradirional forms 
o f  activity and belief. If "politics" ir so defined, then the i d e a l o g  
w i t h  whichwc are concerned is InOrE properly rermed mti-pobr icr l .  
for the revolution i t  called for was to sweep away che old Rechtsstnut 
in favor of rhe thousand-year Reich, and the Frihrer-prinzip was ro 

t r i umph  over parliamentary forms of government. Ironically enough. 
an ideological movement which has becn termed "apolitical" evenru- 
ally came to define what  wnr politically acceptable. That this OC- 

curred demonstrates the danger of app1fing stereotyped concepts to 
n case which is ro clearly nor part of the gencal anern. I t  will bc ! our task in this work ca trace the unfolding of the i eology and there- 
by help to explain the transformation of German politics. 

This approach to the German earnrtrophe does not deny the con- 
A- crete facmn which underlay the development of such ittituda. It k 

,fprobably imponible to determine why people believe all the things 
they do, b u t  certainly the transformation of Germany from a serni- 
feudal collecrion of principalities to a nation-state, and the panllcl 
t r a n s f a m t i o n  of the regional economy from agricultural to indur- 
trial could not help but leave profound impressions on the psyches of 

\ German eitircns. Both changes were rcmilrkably rapid, and rhc 
change in perspective which they effected was consequently greater 
than it would have been had the rate of change been slower. , 3 4 0 ~ -  
over, the unification of Germany had a special impact since i t  came 
after more than half a century of unsucctssful atttmpcs. 

Germany's prolonged quest for national uniry had the cficct of - 
-. &ing her best minds toward problems of national destiny. This univ could have come about a t  the Congress of Vienna after the fall  

~f Napoleon. hut instead a loose German Confederation emerged 
which left the individual German states to pursue their independent 

' w a y *  As a result, ~hose~Gcmans~who~wanttdduniq~oDkedin~eas- -. 
ingly-to--the-fomrion of a culnrnl cohesion among their-peopl~ 

. . t d c r  t 'Ek-secmedEa~.distmt, Thev con- 
, - ceivcd t * a w o h a d o n a l  roo& and oiDpposilion 

>otlie'forcigner. The  revolutions of 1848, which seemed a t  first to 
~ V C  &rrnrny another chance for unity, only resulted in fmnration. 

, T h e  search for national roots, for a national stabiliw upon which to 
form a true union was intensified benveen 1848 and I R ~ o ,  and ws 
accompanied by an increasing opposition to modernity. The  modem 
world had denied t o  the Germans the unity which they had por- 
usFeblong ago, and many fel t  that the movement for unity m u n  

' (ir31v ;O srrengtt, from those disrant dmcr rather than from the un- 
prc>miqing preqent. 

W h e n  in I R7 I ,  at Venailles, Rimarck proclaimed ' rhe Prmsim 
King to be the Emperor, miry seemed won at  Ian. Rut the political, 
unity of the new Prunian-dominated federation proved a disappoint- 
ment to many Germans. It was prosaic, concerned with everyday - 
problems, whereas rhe movement toward that unity had been highly 
idealistic and indeed utopian. . Experiences rarely, if ever, rum out exactly as anticipated, and 
this is especially m e  if the anticipation has gone on for a long time. 
For ma~~Geman-thinkmhe-antjcipation of uniry had grown to 
. a E t t m e n i a n i c  dimensions, and the confrGtz;ion Girh Rimarck's 
blnodlc~s i ieoi~olit ik was a tiernendous,di~appointmenr. At (irrr. the 
new Reich W;IF greeted with Ereat enthusiartn. J31t t he  kind of en- 
thusiasm it received is more properly reserved for religious cxperi- 
cnces, not political ones, and the business of government is hardly 
designed togroduceaAcontinulg~~ate of ecstasy. Confidence in the - -  I_- 

newly won national identity war rappe'd bj- a fedi@ r!m Rismrrck's 
Reich had failed to sustain the dynamic momentum which had led to 
un~fication. T h e  preoccupation with the fate of Germmy which had 
bcrornc a habit of mind hefore unification, could not suddenly bc 
abandoned once this goal had bem achieved. Indeed the problem 
penisred: ir seemed thar political unification had not brought with i t  
that national self-awareness which many Germans had always de- 
sired. Instead rhe newly unified people engaged in material p u r m i ~  
-malting money and building up citin-and thus were destroying 
those ancient German a d i t i o n s  which to many minds had becn the 
real driving force behind the movement for unification. 

National unity triumphed a t  a time when the Indusrrial Revolu- 
tion was rapidly cutting into G e m a n  lands. T h e  subsequent cco- 
nomic maladjustments added to the disappointment with national 
unification. A united Germaqhad-not roductd .the good society - -  - . 
(*:-dl of its-pople, but instead old prob!mr had rncrely given way 
t ~ - n c ~ ~ & l e r n n i a i .  I t  was thus easy for manv ~ e o n l e  to apply the 
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pame cast of mind-which-had stood them in good stcad_du~~ngthe 
I srrugglc-itv to the new problems of induruiidbtion. They 

nolv sought s o l u o ~ n r  by deepcn~ng and intensifying thcir Germanic 
faith as they called for a more "genuine" uolry. I t  is smlI wonder 
that such men ultimately rejected industrial sociery altogether, be- 
lieving it irreconcilable with national xlf-identification. In the end, 
they c;llled for a "German revolution" to liquidate the dangerous 
new developments and to  y i d e  the nation back to its original purpose 

, as they conceived it. In this manner political unity and mdurrrializa- 
rion produced a crisis in German thought which led directly up to 

, rl-le "German catastrophe" of our times. 
Thi5 crisis had its actual starting point in the 8870's. BY 1873 the 

presurer of the increased tempo of industrialization had already 
produced the first grave economic crisis. Ry this time, too, it seemed 
clear to manp that the great promises of national unity had somehow 
gone sour. Alodcm industrial Germany was being born and rapidly 
propelled forward, and the cry for a new "German" revolution that 

- accornpnnicd this growth was a reaction to modernity. Although the 
i d r o l o p  wirh which we nrc concerned can be traced back to the 
beginning of the nineteenth cenwry, to the struggle for national 
unlry, the events of the Inst decades of the century infused it wirh a 
new-life and n new dynamic. - 

T h e  set of ideas with tl-hich we are concerned in this work has 
been termed "\.olkish"--that is, pertaining to  the "Volk." "Volk" is 
one of those perplexing German terms which connotes far more than 
i t s  specific meaning. "Volk" is a much more comprehensive rerm 
than "people," for to German thinken ever since the birth of Ger- 
man romanticism in the late eighteenth century "Volk'>ignified-the 
union of a group of pcople with n ~ r a n s c c n d e n ~ c n c c . ~ ~  This 
rr--- rr - cqwnce m ~ p h r  be callcd "nature" o r  "cnsmor" or "m?+rhos." but in 
rrch instance-ipas fused to man's innermost nature, and reprmentcd 
the source of l l i ~  crcnrrvicy, his depth of feeling, Iris individuality,fid 
I i i h n i t \ +  iGtb oti lcr mcrnherc of tile l'olk. 
' - % c ~ n t ~ r e f ~ r n e n t  here i q  the linking of the human soul with 
its natural surroundings, with the "essence" of nature. T h e  really im- 
portant truths are to be found heneath the surface of appearmcer 
An example-and one that is ultimately crucial in the development of 
\.olkish rhoupht-will serve to i l l~ rs t r~ te  what is melnt by this link- 
ing. According to many Volkish theorists, the nature of the soul of 
a Vnlk is dctcrmined by the native landscape. Thus the Jews, being a 
daert  pcople, are vie~bcd ns shallow, arid, "dry" people, devoid of 
profundity and totallv lacking in creativity. Becaure of the banen- 
n m  of the desert landscape, the Jews arc s spiritually barren people. 

J 

f h-!F-c?~tan markcdly_ath-thttGernans, -who, Jiving in rhe 
park,  mist~shroudcdforcsts, are deep,-mysterious, profound. Became 
they i r e  so comrnrlv shrouded in darknnr, they strive tot%-3rd t h e  
sun, and are tsuly Li.il~hnenschen. , L,K-- 

# It has often been asserted tha t  not until after defeat in the Firn 
World War and the founding of the Weirnar Republic did the Volk- 
irh ideas really come into their own. To be sure, i t  w a t  this time 

,. - - that thercjde~ecquired a man political base. However, theprewar 
. d ~ ~ ~ l ~ ~ r n e n t r  were also of great importance, jprit,yas_do ring-this 

I , ' j c r i od  t h a t  rhe ideology-wilr clibornreri and diffused. Tltc Irollii.h - i d e x  a c r e  not spread primarily through orpnire(i movcnlcnrs, hu t  
rather through personal relationships and small groups which infil- 
trared the oflicial establishment irxlf. Ahove all, chis period uimes~ed 
the instinrdonaliration of the idea ,  a factor overlooked by thow who 
see them as exjstinp in virtual isoIation before rg I &.* In order to be 
~m~~ff~cti~tIIaL~~tem~ff idea~~rnust~pennea te importan t soclaj an7 
pollr~cal inmtutions. And b e f o r e ~ p l 8 . ~ h e ~ ~ ~ 0 1 ~ c c n t c r c ~ i d e ~ ~ I o ~ v  
penetratid.one.of t I ~ a o % i r n p o m n t  of such institu tl on?,-rhe cdl~;b 
t ~ n n n I  cstabIishment. 

I:rlucat~im anti youth play an im ortanr role in our storyiGeman P *nth had stood inthe forefront o the struggle for unfficatlon. I<vcr 
since t he  time of Father Jahn and the founding of [he f r~re rn i ty  
movement a t  the beginning of the nineteenrh cenmrv, the cause of 

;national unity had aroused thcir enthusiasm. ~ r i e d r i c 6  Ludwiq Jahn, 
profesror a t  the Universiv of Berlin, had founded the fr;ernity 
movement (Rwscbenrcbufte~) in order to propag?e T c r n l l n i c  

'cdrGiF'ind ro Cncunrrye young Germans to build up their bodies 
so that they could fipllt for  their country's unity. This enthusiasm for  
m i r y  reached its high point in 1817, when the fraternities assembled 
at the Wartburg castle to bum "foreign" books which had poisoned 
the genuine cultclre of the Volk. 

For many young people such nationalism offered the only proper 
solution t o  the many social and economic problems that confronted 
them. Their disappointment with the  results of the long-awaited 
unity, combined with the effects of the industrial Revolution, pro- 
duced a longing for a more genuine mi y of the Volk. Wirh the im- 
pgticnce characteristic of thcir age, youth became the vanguard of n 
truly Germanic revolution. The educational ertnbhhmmt eonsttndy 
encouraged such a soIution to the crises of German thought. The; 
Y ~ ~ M l o . v e m e n t ~ a f t e r - ~ p ~  88~ontin~eddthet~earching yhich f h e ~ ~ t -  

.War  Youth ,!lovcrncnt had begun: a scnrch for new social 2 n d  pn!lrl- 
c:ll for~rls for Gerr~lanv 11,11ich would, t o  their way of thinlciny, 
Respond more m I v  tb  Germanic longings. This Youth hlovement 
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was uniquely German, a microcon of modern Gemany. Snning 
rmund IF, it capmrcd the loyalty and imagination of youth until 
the Nazi seizure of power ended story. At fim the young people 
handed together for mere rambles in the countryside. but rheir ac- 
tivities soon became fraught with ideological par$ose: to reconstrum 
the Volt along more genuine and natural principles than moderniry 
offered. Before the war the youth groups had a membership of about 
60,wo; after the war this swelled ro over rw,wo. This was the elire 
of the bourgeois youth, and the  movement was a formaFive influence 
for manv of the intellectual leaders born between the 1880's and 
ipro. The Youth Movement's influence war substantial among 
teachers and students, and we shall have occasion to devote much 
attentiontoit. , = i- - 

These are some of'the principal ingredienm which provided the 
dynamic for the uniquely German developments of our century. 
Their link with National Socialism mav, a t  times, have been indirect, 
but the Nazi movement developed out of this context, adoping the 
slogan of the ''German revolution" and making good u s d ~ & ~ o p u =  
ja~appeal. Here the trend in G e r m a n ' t h o ~ ~ h t - w h i c h  demands an 
idcdogv L. *-.- i s  the baris or 111 eoncrer& nctiGn hecnmcs nnpomnr. What- 
~he,~;1tin~fikia!Tsts shared ueith other Volkish .groups and wich 
7nny of the-youth was their moor\, which in turn dcpendcd upon the 

eolopicrl prn~~pposirionr we are  di.cuaing. For these presuppoi- 
on\ p lve  mcn anti women their idea of thelr place in their country 
~ t l  sncietv. I t  determined their image of themselves and of the world 
I which ihey lived. Such conddcrations seem much more important 
Ian the search for some individual precursors of NadonaI Socialism, 
lhich historians have detected in various figures from Herder to 

.vVagner and Nietzsche. 
The basic mood of the i d e o l o v  is well summarized by the dis- 

rinctjooem-een-Culture and Civilization which was constantly on - -. 
rhc lip. nf io adherenn. A Culmre, to recall OIwald Spengler'r wrordr. 
has a soul, whereas Civilization is "the most externai and a i t i f i c ~ a l  
state of \rrhicl~ lilirnanity is capable.'" The acceptance of Culmirc and 
r i i c  rclcctinn nf C;~rj~~ration meant for many people an end to aliena- 
rian from their society. The_word~rootedness" occurs constanrly in\ 
their vocabulary. Thev sought this in spiritual terms, through an in-. 
ward corrcspondenci beween the individual, the native roil, the 
Volk. and the universe. In this manner the isolation that they fclc SO 

doeply would he destroyed. The  external was equated with the p m -  
ent. &rappointing society; the state was opposed to rhc Volk, and the 
divisive parliamentary politics contrasted with that organic unitv for 
which so manv Germans longed. Moreover, rhc external signified a 

I N T R O D U C T I O N  
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A,,.*,* A'*. 1 -  ,> 0 * 
soetev which had forgotten iu genuine. Germanic purpose in ia 
rush t o  rmvs the benefits of the Industrial Revolution. Th i s  critique 1 
was directed at the comforrablc and complacent bourgeois r o c i e ~ ,  
which was satisfied with Germany as it was and gave little thought & 

, Germany as ir should be. Their preoccupation with the external was 
matcridjsdc, for those who had a t rue concern for the Volk believed 
in an inner spiritual revival which w o ~ l d  bring about the true flour- 
ishjngof the German VoIk. L M C  . ,"', r ' / . < + 

V. T h e  cridque was that Civiliwion had captured thabourge 
was. the bourgeois themselves who had made-this-criri~ 

be sure, i t  was not f i e  & u r 7 ) h i i g e o i s o r  the newll; rich a n o  o b  
jecred, but those whom the lndusrrlal Revolution had squeezed ro the 
j wall-rhe retail merchant, but not the department-store owner; the 

small, t r a d i t i ~ ~ ~ : i e ~ ~ e d _ q n t r e p r p ~ r ,  but not the director of the ex- 
panding irldusrries or  uf  rhe large hanks, in whose hands economic 
power seemed t o  center. These middle-class bourgeois were  joined 
by m s a n  classes, who were rapidly sinking to working-class 
sta tus  and who felt  themselves isolated u early as 1848. For both, 

0 u r c d _ r o . d e r u ~ y ~ ~ e i r b ~ u ~ g e ~ i s S ~ m ~ ~  They found 
w e  Iandownen r h o  saw their food monopoly threat- 
cncd by demands for a reduction of tariffs and for expanded world 
trade. Thusfhose ~ y ~ ~ ~ ~ c u l ~ ~ u ' h o  embraced 
a "Gemzn-reroluriun,did-not-come from the-lou~er~clmcs of the 
p s o n y n  rhc contrary, they were men and women vrllo wnntcd 
~pma~ntnln- thcir  proper? 2nd rlicii sopcrior status over tllc worbnc 

_clnsscs. '1 he norlon o f  a genuinc soc~ai rcvolution was anathema to 
, t l r ~ ~ ~  people, vet they were profoundlv dissatisfied with their world, 

The tension between-their-duire to-preserve rheir status and their .--+ 
equally fervent  d c i r e  to rad~cally alrcr socirry war resolved hv the 
appcnl t r l  a spiritual revolutinn which uoz~ld revitalize the nation 

u, u rrhour revolutionizing irs structure. ~ l r i rna re lg ,  rhe-Yrri rcvoll~rion 
was rhe "~dcal~bour~cc~ipreuolu~on: ~t \vnm; ,I "re;o!t l t~on 2 &C ~ o u i "  

G L ~ I I . ~  I ; I T C ~ ~ C T T ~ ~  none  of the vcrted economlc intcmrr of 
'he middle class. instead L'olkish thought concentared upon another 
enemy within. This is why the Jews and rhe Jewish quesrion will 
bulk so large in rhac  pages, for the Jew was seen as the enemy. He 
stood for modernity in all its destructjvencs. Thus we will find that 
Volkish thought sharpened and focused itself against, and in relation 
to, the suppofed "Jewish menace." Ir  can be justly argued that the 
attirude toward the Jew provided much of rhe cement for this 
thought and gave it a dynamic it might otherwise have lacked. The 
Jew, o r  rather the stereotype which Volkish thought rnrde of him. is 
therefore central to any analysis and understanding of this ideolugy. 
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Moreover, in this instance the canncction with National Socialism is 
11 a direct one. Hitler gave focus to his "German revolution" by mak- 

I (  ling it into an anri-Jcwish revolurion. In a situation-where, - re-v>lut;_on- 

I yv_rocial and-econornic~changes were excluded, the Jew became a 

i 
welcomc and nccessarp subrtirurc toward whichfthe revolutionsry 
fervor could be directed. 

Gerhard Rlttes, cIlc German historian, was far from the mark h e n  he arrcrted that the ideologial ~ o l u t i o n  which led to Na- 
tional Socialism was not typically German and that other counrrfes 

L - 7  

-also canrained such movements.*' Although anti-patliamenrarfanism 
was a general European arritude benveen the wars (as w a  the long- 
ing for a sociev that would be M a n i n  nor capitalbt), i t  rook 
dit'ierent forms in different ideoIogies varied so did their 
resulcs. German Volkish a depth of feeling and a 
- -  - 

i 
I I dynamic tha t  war not equaled Elrewhere. 

1 ,  
! 

The Volkish movement triumphed in Germany because it had 
penerrired deeplv into the national fabiic. Rather than trying ro ex- 
p E n  r\\,nv t?lk fact. it would seem more profitable to ask how this 

I ' could ha& becn accomplished. This book will argue that the triumph 
' / grew out of a historical development, helped along by concrete 

I 

causes, u hich resulted in an attitude of mind that was receptive to the 
snlutionr; offercd by JTolkish thought; that January 1933 warnot an + , .  arcidcnr-ili  t ~ i i t o r y ~ b u t  n7as prepared long beforehand; and t l ~ t t  i f .  

X a r ~ t m e E  SoclaLtsrn had not taken the lead, other Volk-oricnted par- 
t l c ~  ~ t ~ ~ o d  rend\- to do so, for by that rime VoZkish ideas had captured 
a!rnost the cntlsc powerful German right. 

S o t  tha t  the triumph of a different section of the right would 
have led to the same results, o r  that the fall of democracy could not 
have been avoided. But democmcy had faltered ever since its; found- 
ing m d  millions had sought refuge in Volkish ardmdes. To say that 

'January 1933 was not an accident of history does not mean to deny 
the imporrance of the acolrl mechan in  of the S a z i  seizure of  poxver. 

% . But the way war prepared and we must iook beneath the actual po- 
litical context to understand the attitudes which led both to support 
and to acceptance. 

Those tvhe  have stated that Germany was "'unprepared" for Hit- 
ler's sudden rise to power are reacrin~ against attemps o see in ,, ,. 

this cvenr the logical culmination of all of German hinory?bur ob- 
ject is nor such hinorical determinirmpt is rather to show how one 
trend of German thought could becoine S?I strong that millions of 
penple accepted it as the only solution to Germany's dilemma. hlore- 
over, \ . o lk i \ i~  attirude5 permeated the entire Germin r i g l l ~  Only 
cvcntually did the S a r i  movement blanket the diverse Vollish-long- 

I N T R O D U C T E O N  
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ings-off_all~host.~ho saw their spiritual rootp dislodged through in- 
~unrializarion and the atomization of modern mm.' 

Although, in this book, an attemp! has becn made m relate the un- 
folding ideology to the actua! pal~ncnl, socid, and cconomjc devel. 

,- oprnena in Germany, ir should be kept in mind that there is no ncca- r 
s a y  precise relationship between these eventr and Voltish ideas. , ,c 

~ ~ h ~ ~ ~ o l k i s h  thiykers d i -d fmp~qpgd  to "real.' dcvclvpmmn in h e  :? 
n~anner ~f_po~i~~calnc~n~tnentato~~SS1~~lfa~l;.rRemamr &e=cas 
tcndcd~o-deeoh them from rcal evenrs r t d p  dwn to comprl them toM4' - 
t ~ h c  n c w - ~ i c i c l ~ ) p ~ n e n r j  irlro consideraUo~ -+ --> - . -. 

-. Toll; irh tllougl~r ~var ,  after all. heir ro a Ion8 d c v e ~ b ~ m e n t  i n - ~ c r -  man thoughr which tended toward abstract rationalianand idealinn. 
The combination of mmandcisrn and rhc popularizations of C. ~ e t r n a n  
idealism p r o d u c e d ~ t e ~ l c m s  whose ideal was t o  view the world 
mb speci~~qemi~*Ei~-~eir &nceri aaTharZly with rnoidm+ 

jcay-to-ds affairs. The Voih%h thinkers wke  cut from the same _ 
cloih%f-iktnes our discussion seems to be detached from the reali- 
ties of the time, it is because the figurer with whom we deal were so 
detached/.gain, the arsdmdcd name of VoIkish rhought forces k- * P self upan us.'An ideo ogy that was only vapely relevant m the real 
problems confronting the German people ultimately became norma- 
tive for the solutions to those probtems/As we shall see inter, ir-was- 

/the genius of AdoIf Hider to wed the VoIkirh~Righr-from reality ro 
I -- \ politiciTdE~+line and efficient pal:ncaTorganizariun 
' Although millions of Germans, mostly of the  left, were never 
captives of Volhsh ideology, there were other millions who were, 
and these were rhc ones who a-iumphed in rhe end or who by their 
concent made tha t  uiumph easier. It would have been simpler to 
write a baok such or rhir in the h u t  of moral indignation. However, 

\,such emotion might nor only have obscured a serious historical analy- 
sis, but, what is won+ it might have given rhe imprenion that the 

treated here were an aberration, something a b n o n l  and in- 
deed satanic. Yet the importlnt facr to bear in mind is that many of 

, the men and womm who came to hold thuc i d e s  were normal in 

.1 neighbo 
.- 1" a sense this study is a historical n n a l ~ i s  o f - p e o p l e ~ c a p m r c d ~ t o ~  

~ c h  an extent by an i d e o E ~ a X T h ~ S . r o t s i i ~ h t  of cirrlized law and 
c lvEea  a t t i d e s  toward r l~ci r  fellow-men,Erentua!!r a rnnjority of 
the wition w n s  taken in a ~ c h  r c l & d e ~ t i p ~ T h a t  rhir was no mere 
accident o r  rhorr-term mctiori rhould be plain at  fim glance. Nor 

pur story ns&y over and done with. VolKrh idcw r r e  still 
mfh us, beneath rhc mdace, ready to be u u d  in those a ~ m c  crises 
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which mankind constantly manufactures for itself, In the United 
Stares, for example, extremist groups who want to segregate Negro 
from white at all costs embrace the Volkish ideology, fusing anti- 
Negro with anti-Jewish sentiment. They hope to penetrate the right 
in the United States as the Volkish groups penetrated the tight in Ger- 
many. Quite consciously they steal much of their material from Ger- 
man sources, thus helping to keep rhem alive in a new environment.' 
Moreover, isolated Volhsh groups continue t o  exist in Germany it- 
self. These atfimdes of mind are easier to instill than to erase from the 
nationaI ethos. 

Yet it is said that a11 of thae art small fringe groups who have no 
chance of coming to power. History, it is said, does not repeat itself. 
However, in the history of the Volkish movement it was never the 
actual size of the Valkish groups whch counted, but e insti- 
tutions they infected and the mood that they spread ~tained 
unriI rhe rime was ripe. This also is worth semembenng, however 
low the fircs may be burning at a given time. We can only hope, but 
not predict, that nowhere in the world will the Volkish ideology 
again serve as a soIution to a crisis in human thought and politics; that  
it did so in modem Germany has been catastrophic far Germans and 
non-Germans alike. 
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